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Who’s going to make the gravy? 
Practice Smart Justice and end imprisonment for fine default before this Christmas. 

 

26 leading organisations call to end the imprisonment of fine defaulters in WA before Christmas. 
 
On average, 10 of Western Australia’s most vulnerable people are locked up every day in Western Australia, for not 
paying fines.  Social Reinvestment WA, and a 26 organisation strong coalition are calling on the State Government to 
stop imprisonment for unpaid fines in Western Australia. 
 
“We are calling for action on this from the State Government before this Christmas, no more families and communities 
should so needlessly be torn apart, especially when there are smarter, and more effective approaches; we need to end 
imprisonment of fine defaulters, and bring this state in line with the rest of the country” said Social Reinvestment WA co-
chair Daniel Morrison, CEO of Wungening Aboriginal Corporation. 
 
Western Australia is the only state that regularly imprisons people for defaulting on small fines. Women are over-
represented in this group, and more often than not, they are mothers with children and families who they care for full 
time; struggling to make ends meet, living on or below the poverty line.  
 
The impact of this law has devastating consequences for the Western Australian community; in September this year the 
mother of five children, was arrested over four year old fines for having an unregistered dog. She was arrested because 
she called the WA Police for assistance and protection from a violent family member. Her arrest and imprisonment not 
only further victimised her but resulted in her children being left behind for family members to care for.  
 
2014 saw perhaps the most tragic impact of this legislation, where a young woman in the State’s North West, who called 
upon the WA Police for protection from her partner who had breached a domestic violence order, died in custody.  
These examples are not isolated. Of all women jailed for fine default, 64% of them are Aboriginal. Women needing our 
support are being punished and further victimised when they need protection. 
 
While fines can be worked off in prison simultaneously, if a person serves a community corrections order, their fines are 
worked off one after another. This system effectively incentivises prison for people forced into a vulnerable situation.  
 
Between 2006 and 2015 the WA Government spent more than $42 million to imprison 7,025 fine defaulters – a non-
violent offence. For every day a person is incarcerated they write off $250 worth of unpaid fines, however this costs 
taxpayers a minimum of $305 per day, and using this method, the fine amount is never recouped.  
 
”Alternative penalties such as community work orders cost only $43 a day and have the potential to save the Government 
millions of dollars” said Glenda Kickett, Social Reinvestment WA co-chair and Manager with the Australian Childhood 
Foundation.  
 
New South Wales’s Work and Development Order scheme allows vulnerable and disadvantaged fine defaulters, to pay 
back fines by undertaking activities such as counselling and life skills development. This means people who do not have 
the financial means or capacity to pay fines, can work off their fines at the same time as ensuring in the future they 
have a greater capacity to avoid infringements and give back to their communities. This successful scheme has been 
adapted for Queensland and Victoria by their respective governments. 
 

Alternatives to imprisonment save money and keep families together, they just make sense. 
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Who are Social Reinvestment WA? 
Social Reinvestment WA are a coalition 18 members strong and growing, working for Social Reinvestment Solutions to 
justice issues in WA. We want to see our state focused on Healthy Families, Smart Justice, and Safe Communities for 
all people, and we advocate for this. SRWA ultimately aims to end the overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people in custody in WA.  To find out more about the campaign, or read our position paper; 
www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au 
 
This Christmas we are asking the Western Australian Parliament to: 
 

1. Mandate alternative options to imprisonment for fine defaulters to reduce incarceration rates.  
 

2. Implement a work and development order scheme for vulnerable and disadvantaged persons (as currently 
used in New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland.)  

 
3. Allow community work sentences to cancel unpaid fines concurrently rather than consecutively, in line with 
the current system for prison sentences. (See 2008 amendments to the Fines Penalties and Infringement 
Notices Enforcement Act 1994 WA.) 

 
 
Organisations supporting Social Reinvestment WA in calling for Action: 

1. Aboriginal Legal Service of WA, 
2. Aboriginal Family Law Services, 
3. Amnesty International Australia,  
4. ANTaR WA,  
5. Australian Childhood Foundation, 
6. Community Legal Centres of WA,  
7. Create Ranger Parks, 
8. Ebenezer Home 
9. First Nations Deaths in Custody Watch 

Committee,  
10. JEDO,  
11. MercyCare,  
12. Moorditj Koort, 
13. Outcare,  

14. Oxfam Australia,  
15. Reconciliation WA,  
16. Save the Children,  
17. Shelter WA,  
18. The Iona Presentation Sisters, 
19. The Uniting Church in WA,  
20. WACOSS,  
21. WANADA,  
22. White Lion,  
23. Wirrpanda Foundation,  
24. Wungening Aboriginal Corporation, 
25. YACWA, 
26. Yokai. 

 
 
Social Reinvestment WA also has launched a petition for members of the public, currently gaining traction: 
https://www.change.org/p/honourable-john-quigley-mla-attorney-general-of-western-australia-end-imprisonment-
of-vulnerable-western-australians-for-unpaid-fines-this-christmas  

http://www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au/
https://www.change.org/p/honourable-john-quigley-mla-attorney-general-of-western-australia-end-imprisonment-of-vulnerable-western-australians-for-unpaid-fines-this-christmas
https://www.change.org/p/honourable-john-quigley-mla-attorney-general-of-western-australia-end-imprisonment-of-vulnerable-western-australians-for-unpaid-fines-this-christmas

