
S O L U T I O N S

SOCIAL REINVESTMENT WA BRIEF

Social Reinvestment WA (SRWA) is an Aboriginal led 

coalition of sixteen community sector not-for-profits, who 

have a new vision for justice in WA. Despite representing 

just 3 % of the population, a legacy of intergenerational 

trauma from the Stolen Generations, systemic 

discrimination, socio-economic disadvantage, poverty, 

and inequality has resulted in the shocking situation 

where Aboriginal people make up 78 % of the kids, over 

half the women, and approximately 40 % of men we send 

to prison. What is worse, WA has the highest level of 

overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in custody in the 

nation. SRWA hopes to achieve parity in incarceration 

rates, proportionate to population, in a generation by 

ensuring the underlying causes of offending are 

addressed. We advocate for policies prioritising healthy 

families, implementing smart justice, and creating safe

communities, for all Western Australians. 

Our Mission:   To end the overrepresentation of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people in custody in Western 

Australia. 

Our Vision: Western Australia adopts a social 

reinvestment approach to achieve Healthy Families, Safe 

Communities and Smart Justice for all people. 

Purpose:  To advocate for the prioritization of resources 

to address the underlying causes of overrepresentation of 

Aboriginal people in the Criminal Justice System through 

the timely support of families; the diversion of people at 

risk of, and in trouble with the law into support programs; 

assisting with the transition of people in custody back into 

their communities; reforming laws that unfairly target 

minority groups; and the prioritisation of programs that 

promote cultural, social and emotional wellbeing. 

HEALTHY FAMILIES: 

Western Australia needs to place 

the wellbeing of individuals and 

families at the centre of its 

approach to crime and justice 

issues and to support the 

wellbeing of communities. 

   

SAFE COMMUNITIES: 

The current ‘tough on crime’ 

approach is predicated on a false 

belief that it makes communities 

safer. Community safety would be 

far better served by recognising 

and addressing the underlying 

causes of offending and adopting 

an approach of social 

reinvestment. 

   

SMART JUSTICE:

This whole of system approach is 

needed to address the underlying 

causes of offending and needs to 

be monitored and informed by a 

robust data and research system 

implementing best practise. 



A D D R E S S

Auspiced by Wungening 

Aboriginal Corporation. 

211 Royal St, East Perth, WA.

C O N T A C T

(08) 9221 1411 

sstewart@aads.org.au

www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au 

Facebook: @SocialReinvestmentWA

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 2017-2019

1. Ensure that public policy decisions are based on a 

strong research and evidence base 

-Exploring data deficiencies and advocating for the gaps in 

need to be met. 

- Undertake mapping analysis to identify WA communities 

most in need. 

2. Advocate and engage with political decision makers 

to influence policy outcomes. 

- Gain government commitment to reduce 

disproportionate number of ATSI people in custody in WA, 

by including justice targets in Closing the Gap Framework.  

- Design, gain government support for, and commence 

implementation, of Social Reinvestment pilot sites in 

Western Australia 

- Advocate for law and policy reforms that reduce the 

number of ATSI people in custody specifically; 

      Mandate non-custodial sentences for fine defaulters. 

      Ending the mandatory sentencing of juvenile detainees. 

3. Develop community engagement and advocacy 

programs to inform and engage the public. 

- Deliver SRWA media and communication strategy for 

2017-2019. 

4. Ensure that the organisation can provide ongoing 

support for the social reinvestment campaign 

- Develop a sustainable funding base for SRWA 

Our approach needs to be visionary and evidence based, 

responsive, not sensationalized or reactive. 

It needs to address the underlying causes of offending. 

Social Reinvestment makes economic and social sense. It's 

better for all of us, better for families and better for our 

community. 

 

Let's work together for an effective and connected 

approach to Justice!


